
F O R E I G N  I N V E S T M E N T

LATIN AMERICA

1 Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Salvador, Suriname, Uruguay, Venezuela.

In 2022, 29 new investment projects in France from Latin American businesses1 were recorded, 
nearly twice as many as in 2021, creating 475 jobs nationwide.

FDI stock in France2: 
€2 BILLION 
(Banque de France)

Key Figures

8,500 employees
(Business France office)

200+
businesses in France 
(Business France office)

They chose France in 2022

BioEsol: BioEsol (Mexico), a cleantech 
business aiming to facilitate the transition 
to energy autonomy, has planned in its 
strategic roadmap to establish a research and 
development office in Grenoble (Auvergne-
Rhône-Alpes), which will have fast-tracking 
innovation in the field of energy storage, new 
materials and artificial intelligence applied to 
energy as its top priority. The business plans 
to invest US$5  million in its Grenoble office 
and to hire at least 20 people over the three 
coming years.

Horus Bio: Horus Bio, an Argentine business 
in the agri-food and biotechnology sector, set 
up in France in the second half of 2022 under 
the name Horus Biotechnologies. The firm 
was established with the aim of marketing 
its technology in the French and European 
markets. To do this, a Franco-Argentinian 
partnership was created, taking the form of a 
joint venture with the Brittany-based business 
Techsea Lab, which specializes in marine 
biotechnology based on algae extracts. In 
the medium term, this project focuses on the 
creation of nine to 11 direct jobs as part of a 
direct financial investment over the first year 
of €1.5 million.

2 FDI stock in France (immediate investor) as of 
December 31, 2021.

FDI stock by ultimate investor as of 
December 31, 2021 was €4.1 billion.

Breakdown by source country

29 40%
of projects and jobs 
created were in 
restaurants

projects in 2022, 
creating 475 jobs

as many projects 
and jobs in the year2X

TOP 3 
BUSINESS 
ACTIVITIES

Retail outlets (14 projects)

Decision-making centers (9 projects)

Manufacturing (3 projects)

FRANCE  

 #3 largest European recipient of Latin 
American investment

Number of projects and jobs by investment type

 Projects Investment type Jobs

21 Creation 320

8 Expansion 155

Country Projects Jobs

Mexico 16 269

Brazil 7 157

Chile 5 44

Colombia 1 5

Total 29 475

Nearly More than



L AT I N  A M E R I C A

Latin American businesses in France

There are more than 200 subsidiaries of Latin American businesses 
established in France, where they employ 8,500 people.

Twenty-nine new investments by Latin American businesses were 
recorded in France in 2022, creating 475 jobs, twice as many as in 
2021. Mexico came first among investing countries from this area, 
with one project out of two, ahead of Brazil (seven projects) and 
Chile (five).

This year, retail outlets accounted for half of projects and 55% of jobs 
created by Latin American investment projects. Developing decision-

France’s position in Europe3

In 2022, France was the joint third leading European recipient of Latin 
American investment with the United Kingdom. The two countries 
came after Portugal (first) and Spain (second). 

3 Business France Europe Observatory.

making center activities was responsible for around one-third of 
projects and one-quarter of jobs.

Hospitality, tourism and restaurants was the leading investment 
sector, in terms of the number of projects (41%) and jobs (44%), 
ahead of agri-food (14% of projects; 23% of jobs) and IT services 
(10% of projects; 7% of jobs).

Ile de France (Paris region) and Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes accounted 
for the majority of projects from Latin America, with 45% and 17%, 
respectively, of the projects received.

Source: Annual Report, Business France.
Source: Orbis, Bureau Van Dijk, Business France office.

Top 3 host regions (2022)

ILE DE FRANCE (Paris region) 13 projects

AUVERGNE-RHÔNE-ALPES 5 projects

OCCITANIE 2 projects

Top 5 Latin American businesses 
by employment in France

Business Workforce

CEMEX – Mexico 
Building, construction

1,800

SIGMA – Mexico 
Wholesale and retail 
Agri-food

1,400

ARCOS DORADOS – Uruguay 
Restaurants

1,125

ALSEA – Mexico 
Restaurants

1,000+

JBS S.A. – Brazil 
Agri-food

700

Top 5 business sectors by projects

Business sector
Number Share

Projects Jobs Projects Jobs

Hospitality, tourism and 
restaurants

12 209 41% 44%

Agri-food 4 109 14% 23%

IT services 3 32 10% 7%

Chemicals, plastics 2 25 7% 5%

Consulting and business 
services

2 25 7% 5%

Breakdown of projects by business activity

Business activity
Number Share

Projects Jobs Projects Jobs
Decision-making centers 9 111 31% 23%

Retail outlets 14 259 48% 55%

Production/Manufacturing 3 80 10% 17%

R&D, engineering, design 2 20 7% 4%

Business services 1 5 3% 1%

Total 29 475 100% 100%

Change in projects and jobs since 2018
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