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There were 17 Irish investment projects in France in 2022, creating or maintaining 1,011 jobs in France. 
The number of jobs created more than tripled in a year.

€4.6 billion 
FDI stock in France 
16th place 
(Banque de France1)

Key Figures

31,500+ 
employees
(Eurostat, 2023)

Nearly 230 
businesses in France
(Eurostat, 2023)

17 of all jobs created 
nationally in R&D 
and engineering 
activities

3.3 times more 
jobs in a year

projects in 2022, creating 
or maintaining 1,011 jobs

They chose France in 2022

PARAGON ID:  A leading manufacturer of 
labels and radio frequency identification 
(RFID) components in Europe, Paragon ID 
(affiliated to Paragon Group Ltd.) continues 
to invest in the modernization of its industrial 
capabilities in France to cater for its growing 
markets. In 2022, the business strengthened 
its teams with the recruitment of nearly 70 
employees in the Loire Valley area, where it 
benefits from the proximity of its partners 
in the field of electronics. The group has 
just completed the acquisition of the assets 
of a French firm to extend its identification 
solutions, particularly in the field of 
traceability. Thanks to this fourth acquisition 
in France, Paragon ID has strengthened its 
offering to the industrial sector with a battery-
free real time location system (RTLS), a more 
ecological and less expensive alternative.

Tricel: Originally specializing in chemicals, 
Tricel is an Irish SME focusing on on-site 
sanitation and the manufacture of micro-
purification stations and compact filters in 
France. Present in the country since 2017, 
the business has two sites: one in Poitiers 
(Nouvelle Aquitaine region) and another in 
Sorgues, near Avignon (Provence-Alpes-
Côte d’Azur region). There, its teams faced 
high demand, which resulted in the SME 
having to recruit an additional 10 people 
since 2020. Tricel is very satisfied with its two 
French facilities, and it predicts continuous 
and regular growth, with several planned 
investments for modernization in the coming 
years.

1 FDI stock in France (immediate investor) as of December 31, 2021.

FDI stock by ultimate investor as of December 31, 2021 was €9.7 billion.

10%

Number of projects and jobs by investment type

 Projects Investment type Jobs

5 Creation 518

11 Expansion 240

1 Takeover 253

Manufacturing (10 projects)

R&D, engineering (3 projects)
Business services  (2 projects)

recipient in Europe of Irish 
investment projects

TOP 3 
BUSINESS 
ACTIVITIES

FRANCE  

 #1



I R E L A N D

Irish businesses in France

There are nearly 230 subsidiaries of Irish businesses established in 
France, where they employ more than 31,500 people.

There were 17 new investments from Ireland recorded in France in 
2022, creating or maintaining 1,011 jobs nationwide, a figure that has 
risen sharply since last year.

Nearly 60% of the projects recorded in 2022 related to manufacturing 
activities, which generated 11% of jobs. R&D and engineering, 
which only represented 18% of projects, accounted for 46% of jobs 
generated by Irish investments and 10% of all jobs in this business 
activity nationally.

France’s position in Europe2

In 2022, France was the leading European recipient of job-creating 
investment from Ireland, ahead of the United Kingdom and Spain. 

2 Business France Europe Observatory.

The energy and recycling sector attracted the most projects 
(one-quarter of the total) but only 10% of jobs, far behind the 
consulting and business services sector, which gathered in 52% of 
jobs through 18% of the projects.

Irish businesses invested in all mainland French regions in 2022, led 
by Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes (18% of projects). Conversely, the majority 
of jobs were created or maintained in Bretagne (Brittany) and Hauts 
de France (37% and 25%, respectively, compared with only 5% in 
Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes).

Top 3 host regions (2022)

AUVERGNE-RHÔNE-ALPES 3 projects

PAYS DE LA LOIRE 2 projects

ILE DE FRANCE (Paris region) 2 projects

Change in projects and jobs since 2018
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Top 5 Irish businesses by employment in France

Business Workforce

ACCENTURE PLC 
Consulting and business services

+ 8,500

SMURFIT KAPPA GROUP 
Glass, ceramics, minerals, wood, 
paper

6,000

CRH PLC 
Building, construction

2,000

KINGSPAN GROUP PLC 
Building, construction

+2,700

LINDE PLC 
Chemicals, plastics

+1,800

Breakdown of projects by business activity

Business sector
Number Share

Projects Jobs Projects Jobs
Retail outlets 1 253 6% 25%

Production/Manufacturing 10 108 59% 11%

R&D, engineering, design 3 461 18% 46%

Business services 2 150 12% 15%

Consumer services 1 39 6% 4%

Total 17 1,011 100% 100%

Top 5 business sectors by projects

Business sector
Number Share

Projects Jobs Projects Jobs
Energy and recycling 4 106 24% 10%

Consulting and business 
services

3 525 18% 52%

Building, construction 3 49 18% 5%

Glass, ceramics, minerals, 
wood, paper

3 35 18% 3%

Wholesale and retail 1 253 6% 25%

Source: Business France, Annual Report 2022.
Source: Orbis; Bureau Van Dijk; Business France office.


