
F O R E I G N  I N V E S T M E N T

In 2022, Germany was the leading European investor in France, with more than 250 investment projects and more 
than 7,000 jobs created or maintained, equating to 15% of projects and 12% of jobs recorded in France.

FID stock in France : 
€100 billion 
5th place
(Banque de France)

Key Figures

325,000 employees
Insee, 2019

3,000 businesses 
in France
Orbis, 2021

4 FDI stock in France (immediate investor) as of December 31, 2021.

FDI stock by ultimate investor as of December 31, 2021 was €116 billion.

GERMANY

256 investor and job creator in the 
automotive industry

projects in 2022, 
creating or 
maintaining  
7,181 jobs

investor in the transport 
and energy sectors#1

TOP 3 
BUSINESS 
ACTIVITIES

Manufacturing (67 projects)

Retail outlets (43 projects)

Business services (35 projects)

FRANCE  

 #1 recipient of German investment 
projects 

#1

Number of projects and jobs by investment type

 Projects Investment type Jobs

120 Creation 2,001

133 Expansion 4,709

3 Takeover 471

They chose France in 2022

Schaeffler AG: The automotive supplier 
Schaeffler has chosen Haguenau (Grand Est 
region) to produce bipolar plates, components 
used in the manufacture of fuel cells for 
vehicles, as part of a joint venture with the 
French group Symbio (joint-owned by Michelin 
and Faurecia). The €100 million investment will 
create up to 150 jobs by 2030. Innoplate will 
start production at the beginning of 2024 with 
the aim of reaching 50 million bipolar plates. 
Innoplate’s first customer will be Symbio, 
which has been retained by a leading French 
car manufacturer.
  
Vorwerk: Manufacturer of Thermomix® in 
Cloyes-sur-le-Loir (Centre-Val de Loire region), 
Vorwerk has decided to increase its production 
capacity and strengthen the integration of its 
value chain in the region with the opening of 
a new manufacturing facility in Donnemain-
Saint-Mamès (Centre Val-de-Loire region). 
This €57 million investment in the Châteaudun 

urban area will create 74 new jobs and will see 
the relocation of part of the Thermomix® value 
chain to France.
  
Merck KGaA: Founded in 1668, 350 years ago, 
Merck is the world’s oldest pharmaceutical 
and chemical firm. The group has confirmed 
an additional investment of €130 million at the 
Life Science production facility in Molsheim 
(Grand Est region). This new investment 
will increase the site’s production capacity 
by creating a third manufacturing facility 
for single-use connectors. It will lead to the 
recruitment of 800 new employees by 2028. 
This announcement follows that of March 
2021 of an investment worth €25 million, 
which included the creation of 350 jobs.



G E R M A N Y

Top 5 business sectors by projects

Top 5 German businesses 
by employment in France

France’s position in Europe2

France is the leading European recipient of German investments, 
ahead of the United Kingdom and Spain. 

2 Business France Europe Observatory.
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Breakdown of projects by business activity

Business activity
Number Share

Projects Jobs Projects Jobs
Decision-making centers 32 546 13% 8%

Logistics 30 905 12% 13%

Retail outlets 43 594 17% 8%

Production/Manufacturing 67 2,542 26% 35%

R&D, engineering, design 27 753 11% 10%

Business services 35 371 14% 5%

Consumer services 22 1,470 9% 20%

Total 256 7,181 100% 100%

Business sector
Number Share

Projects Jobs Projects Jobs
Wholesale and retail 67 1,077 31% 18%

Transport, storage 21 618 8% 9%

Energy and recycling 21 220 8% 3%

Consulting and business 
services

19 1,187 7% 17%

Automotive industry 15 884 6% 12%

201 297 256

8,063

7,181

3,938

4,946

3,618

German businesses in France

There are around 3,000 subsidiaries of German businesses established 
in France, where they employ more than 325,000 people.

In 2022, Germany was the second leading investor country in France 
after the United States (16%), responsible for 15% of investment 
projects recorded, and creating or maintaining 7,181 jobs in France.

German investments in France were made primarily in production/
manufacturing operations (26% of all German projects; 35% of jobs 
created), accounting for nearly 15% of all projects and jobs recorded 
in this business activity in 2022. Furthermore, Germany was also the 
leading investor and creator of employment in logistics activities.

Sector-wise, wholesale/retail was the leading recipient of German 
investments (31% of projects; 18% of jobs). Germany was the leading 
foreign investor and job creator in this sector in France (36% of 
projects; 30% of jobs), as well as in the automotive industry (23% 
of projects; 35% of jobs). The country also came first for project 
numbers in the transport and energy sectors.

The main regions for attracting German investments were Ile de France 
(Paris region) (44 projects, including 24 decision-making centers), 
Hauts de France (the leading recipient of German employment) and 
Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes. Germany was the leading investor in the 
regions in the east of France (Grand Est, Bourgogne-Franche-Comté 
and Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes).

Change in projects and jobs since 2018

Source: Business France, Annual Report 2022.

 Top 3 host regions (2022)

ILE DE FRANCE (Paris region) 44 projects

HAUTS DE FRANCE 39 projects

AUVERGNE-RHÔNE-ALPES 31 projects

Business Workforce

SCHWARZ BETEILIGUNGS GMBH (Lidl)
Wholesale and retail

31,000

ALDI NORD
Wholesale and retail

22,000

ALLIANZ SE
Financial services and insurance

9,000

ROBERT BOSCH GMBH
Automotive industry, electrical equipment

6,700

SIEMENS AG
Electrical/IT equipment

6,000

Source: Orbis; Bureau Van Dijk; Business France office.


