
F O R E I G N  I N V E S T M E N T

CENTRAL/EASTERN EUROPE AND RUSSIA

€4.4 billion 
FDI stock in France
(Banque de France2)

Key Figures

1,700 employees
Orbis, 2023

80 businesses in 
France
Orbis, 2023

They  chose France in 2022
Aleegro, Czech Republic

This Czech startup specializes in drone 
services for various sectors such as agriculture, 
real estate, civil engineering and renewable 
energies. It has launched a platform through 
which its customers can outline and book their 
drone missions. The business has launched a 
research and development unit in precision 
agriculture in Reims (Grand Est region) within 
the “myeasyfarm” incubator. This unit will 
provide imagery that will identify damage 
caused by inclement weather or wildlife and 
help plan the use of irrigation.

Re-Leaf Paper, Ukraine

This Ukrainian startup, which has a patent 
enabling it to produce cardboard from 
cellulose from dead leaves, has opened 
a subsidiary in Lyon (Auvergne-Rhône-
Alpes region). This office, which will employ 
15 people in the next three years, will have two 
key missions: to generate orders from major 
clients in Western Europe and to prepare, 
through rounds of fundraising, for the future 
takeover of a paper mill.

1 Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia.

2 FDI stock in France (immediate investor) as of December 
31, 2021, data available for Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Poland, Romania, Russia and Slovakia.

FDI stock by ultimate investor as of December 31, 2021 was 
€2 billion.

There were 10 investment projects from Central/Eastern European (CEE) countries1 and Russia in France in 
2022, creating 181 jobs.

10 47% of jobs in the 
Grand Est region

projects in 2022, 
creating 181 jobs

of jobs 
in decision- 
making centers1/4

TOP 3 
BUSINESS 
ACTIVITIES

Decision-making centers (4 projects)

R&D, engineering (2 projects)

Logistics  (1 project)

FRANCE  

 #2 European recipient of investment 
from CEE countries and Russia

Number of projects and jobs by investment type

 Projects Investment type Jobs

9 Creation 153

1 Expansion 28

Breakdown by source country

Source country ProjectsProjects JobsJobs

Poland 3 118

Russia 2 18

Bulgaria 1 15

Ukraine 1 15

Czech Republic 1 5

Serbia 1 5

Slovakia 1 5

Total 10 181
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CEE and Russian businesses in France

There are around 80 subsidiaries of Central/Eastern European and 
Russian businesses established in France, where they employ around 
1,700 people.

There were 10 investment projects from CEE countries and Russia 
in France in 2022, creating 181 jobs. Poland headed up investing 
countries from this area, with three out of the 10 projects and 65% 
of jobs created.

The establishment of new decision-making centers accounted for 
40% of investments from the area and one job in four, while the 

development of R&D and engineering activities generated 20% of 
projects and 7% of jobs. The only logistics project from this area was 
the source of 44% of jobs.

The IT sector was the leading investment sector (three projects), 
ahead of energy and recycling (two projects). Wholesale and retail 
was the sector responsible for the most jobs (44%).

Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur (40%) brought together most of the 
projects from the area, followed by Grand Est (20% of projects; 47% 
of jobs) and Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes (20% of projects; 14% of jobs).

France’s position in Europe3

In 2022, France was the second leading European recipient of 
investment from the Central/Eastern Europe and Russia area, after 
Poland but ahead of Germany and Romania.4

3 Business France Europe Observatory.

4 Only foreign investment outside of the CEE/Russia area taken into consideration.

Top 3 host regions (2022)

PROVENCE-ALPES-CÔTE D’AZUR 4 projects

GRAND EST 2 projects

AUVERGNE-RHÔNE-ALPES 2 projects

Top 5 CEE and Russian businesses by employment  
in France

Business Workforce

CZECH MEDIA INVEST – Czech Republic  
Media, publishing

1,000 – 1,500

CHEMET GROUP – Poland 
Machinery and mechanical equipment

1,100

WIELTON – Poland 
Chemicals, plastics

400

PLASTIWELL – Poland 
Chemicals, plastics

400

COMARCH – Poland 
IT services

200

Change in projects and jobs since 2018

Breakdown of projects by business activity

Business activity
Number Share

Projects Jobs Projects Jobs
Decision-making centers 4 45 40% 25%

Logistics 1 80 10% 44%

Production/Manufacturing 1 28 10% 15%

R&D, engineering, design 2 13 20% 7%

Business services 1 10 10% 6%

Consumer services 1 5 10% 3%

Total 10 181 100% 100%

Top 5 business sectors by projects

Business sector
Number Share

Projects Jobs Projects Jobs

IT services 3 33 30% 18%

Energy and recycling 2 15 20% 8%

Wholesale and retail 1 80 10% 44%

Metalworking 1 28 10% 15%

Glass, ceramics, minerals, 
wood, paper

1 15 10% 8%

 Projects (left axis)   Jobs (right axis)

Source: Business France, Annual Report 2022.
Source: Orbis; Bureau Van Dijk; Business France office.


