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Key Figures

149,000 employees
(Eurostat, 2023) 

1,000 businesses  
in France
(Eurostat, 2023)

They chose France in 2022

Ebusco

The Dutch manufacturer of electric-powered 
buses, a champion of low-carbon mobility, 
has confirmed that it will set up in the Rouen 
urban area (Normandie region), where it will 
join the Renault-Cléon site to set up a second 
production site in Europe, as well as a new 
headquarters for the French subsidiary. The 
business, originally from Deurne in the south 
of the Netherlands, will invest €10 million in 
the production facility. It will initially recruit 
80 employees before a future ramp-up 
of the site which should benefit from the 
deployment of zero-emission public transport 
in France. Ebusco has already announced an 
initial order from the city of Rouen for 76   
latest-generation buses.

N+P

A Dutch SME at the forefront of the circular 
economy and industrial decarbonization 
technologies, N+P produces a high-quality 
alternative fuel known as “subcoal” from 
the processing of non-recyclable waste. 
This family-run business from the Dutch 
city of Limburg has chosen to set up on 
the Isbergues industrial platform (Hauts de 
France region). This production facility will 
“consume” 150,000 tonnes of waste per year 
and will contribute to saving around 100,000 
tonnes of carbon dioxide. This €25 million 
investment will create 50 jobs.

1 These projects and jobs were excluded from the analysis so as not to introduce bias to comparisons and interpretations.

2 FDI stock in France (immediate investor) as of December 31, 2021.

FDI stock by ultimate investor as of December 31, 2021 was €45.4 billion.

There were 125 Dutch investment projects (+21%) recorded in France in 2022 (excluding the creation of interim 
permanent contracts1), creating or maintaining 2,274 jobs (+43%).
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Number of projects and jobs by investment type

 Projects Investment type Jobs

80 Creation 923

45 Expansion 1,351
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Dutch businesses in France

There are around 1,000 subsidiaries of Dutch businesses established in 
France, where they employ nearly 170,000 people.

There were 125 Dutch investments recorded in France in 2022 
(excluding the creation of interim permanent contracts), making 
the Netherlands the fifth largest investing country in France and the 
fourth largest in Europe. Dutch projects created or maintained 2,274 
jobs, with the business Randstad enabling the further creation of 3,501 
interim permanent contracts across all French regions.

In 2022, 48% of Dutch investments were consumer services projects 
(22% of the jobs created or maintained by the country). Production/
manufacturing represented 16% of projects and 20% of jobs, making 
it the second leading business activity for Dutch projects in France. 

The Netherlands achieved a performance in 2022, with 19 projects in 
business services creating 819 jobs. Dutch investments accounted for 
21% of the jobs created or maintained of this type.

With 58 projects (46% of projects) and more than 450 jobs (20% of 
jobs), the sports and leisure sector was the most represented among 
investments from the Netherlands. Since 2018, the business Basic Fit 
has continued to set up new establishments in France.

In 2022, the French region receiving the most Dutch investment 
projects was Ile de France (Paris region) (18 projects), with nearly 
one-quarter of jobs, ahead of Hauts de France (17 projects). 

France’s position in Europe3

In 2022, France remained the leading European recipient of 
job-creating investment from the Netherlands, ahead of Germany 
(second) and the United Kingdom (third). 

Top 3 host regions (2022)

ILE DE FRANCE (Paris region) 18 projects

HAUTS DE FRANCE 17 projects

OCCITANIE 14 projects

Breakdown of projects by business activity

Business activity
Number Share

Projects Jobs Projects Jobs
Decision-making centers 10 136 8% 6%

Logistics 10 339 8% 15%

Retail outlets 3 14 2% 0,6%

Production/Manufacturing 20 447 16% 20%

R&D, engineering, design 3 29 2% 1%

Business services 19 819 15% 36%

Consumer services 60 490 48% 22%

Total 125 2,274 100% 100%

Top 5 Dutch businesses 
by employment in France

Business Workforce

RANDSTAD N.V. 
Consulting and business services

9,600

HEINEKEN 
Agri-food

4,000

AKZO NOBEL 
Metalworking; Chemicals, plastics

1,600

REFRESCO 
Agri-food

1,200 – 1,300

BASIC FIT INTERNATIONAL B.V. 
Sport and leisure

1,000 - 1,100
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Top 5 business sectors by projects

Business sector
Number Share

Projects Jobs Projects Jobs

Sport and leisure 58 451 46% 20%

Consulting and business 
services

18 843 14% 37%

Transport, storage 7 169 6% 7%

Wholesale and retail 5 144 4% 6%

Agri-food 5 59 4% 3%

3 Business France Europe Observatory.

Source: Business France, Annual Report 2022.
Source: Orbis; Bureau Van Dijk; Business France office.


