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They chose France in 2022  

Eastman: In 2022, Eastman chose Port-
Jérôme-sur-Seine (Normandie region), to 
invest around US$1 billion in the largest 
molecular plastic recycling plant in the world. 
When completed, the plant is expected to 
recycle more than 160,000 tons of polyester 
plastic waste, which is usually incinerated. 
Eastman also plans to establish technical 
innovation laboratories that will enable 
France to maintain a leading role in the 
circular economy. These investments will 
create approximately 350 direct jobs and 
1,500 indirect jobs, with the new facilities set 
to be operational by 2026.

Intel: In March 2022, Intel announced its 
intention to build its new European R&D hub, 
creating 1,000 high-tech jobs mainly in the 
Plateau de Saclay, south of Paris, over the next 
10 years. France will become Intel’s European 
headquarters for R&D in high-performance 
computing (HPC) and artificial intelligence. 
Innovation in these disciplines will benefit 
a wide range of industries, including the 
automotive, agriculture, climate, new drug 
development, energy, genomics, life sciences 
and security sectors, dramatically improving 
the life of every European citizen. In addition, 
Intel plans to establish its main European 
design center in France for its foundry 
business, which will offer design services and 
design guarantees to industrial partners and 
French, European and global customers.

1 FDI stock in France (immediate investor) as of December 31, 2021.

FDI stock by ultimate investor as of December 31, 2021 was €123.8 billion.

In 2022, the United States once again became the leading foreign investor in France, with 280 American  
investment projects, creating of maintaining 17,107 jobs. The United States was the leading investor for job creation 

in numerous sectors.

280 #1 in R&D/
engineering

projects in 2022, 
creating or maintaining 
17,107 jobs
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FRANCE  

 #1 European recipient of American 
investment projects

Number of projects and jobs by investment type

 Projects Investment type Jobs

112 Creation 2,482

167 Expansion 14,597

1 Takeover 28

JOB 
CREATOR

Key Figures

€63.9 billion
FDI stock in France  
6th place 
Source: Banque de France1

460,000+ employees
Source: Eurostat, 2023

1,500 businesses  
in France  
Source: Eurostat, 2023

Decision-making centers (73 projects)

Manufacturing (68 projects)

Business services (50 projects)

TOP 3 
BUSINESS 
ACTIVITIES
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American businesses in France 

There are nearly 1,500 subsidiaries of American businesses established 
in France, where they employ more than 460,000 people.

In 2022, the United States once again became the leading foreign 
investor in France, with 280 new investments nationwide, a rise of 13% 
from 2021, creating or maintaining 17,107 jobs.

The most represented activities among American investments were 
decision-making centers (26%), ahead of production/manufacturing 
activities (24%) and business services (18%). Business services also 
created the most jobs (57%), particularly due to the announcement 
of the creation of several thousand interim permanent contracts by 
the American multinational Manpower during the “Choose France” 

2022 summit. The United States was the source of 16% of all projects 
recorded nationally, including 24% of R&D/engineering projects and 
29% of jobs, including 53% in business services.

The leading investment sectors were IT services (16% of projects; 8% of 
jobs) and consulting/business services (15% of projects; 23% of jobs). 
Americans were also the leading investors and main job creators in 
these two sectors in France, as well as in the electrical/IT equipment 
and financial services/insurance sectors.

American investments were mainly made in Ile de France (Paris region) 
(38%), Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes (10%) and Hauts de France (8%).

France’s position in Europe2 

In 2022, France was the leading destination of job-creating 
investment from the United States in Europe, ahead of the United 
Kingdom (second), Germany and Ireland (joint third).

2 Business France Europe Observatory.

Top 5 American businesses by employment  
in France 

Business Workforce

WALT DISNEY CO. 
Hospitality, tourism and restaurants

14,500+

AMAZON.COM 
Transport, storage

13,000

MCDONALD’S CORP. 
Hospitality, tourism and restaurants

10,000-15,000

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 
Machinery and mechanical equipment

9,900+

OTIS WORLDWIDE CORP. 
Machinery and mechanical equipment

6,500+

Breakdown of projects by business activity

Business activity
Number Share

Projects Jobs Projects Jobs
Decision-making centers 73 1,798 26% 11%

Logistics 12 1,288 4% 8%

Retail outlets 7 41 3% 0,2%

Production/Manufacturing 68 2,321 24% 14%

R&D, engineering, design 45 1,309 16% 8%

Business services 50 9,764 18% 57%

Consumer services 25 586 9% 3%

Total 280 17,107 100% 100%

Top 5 business sectors by projects

Business sector
Number Share

Projects Jobs Projects Jobs

IT services 44 1,293 16% 8%

Consulting and business 
services

41 9,319 15% 54%

Aerospace, naval and 
railway equipment

19 389 7% 2%

Electrical/IT equipment 18 512 6% 3%

Machinery and mechanical 
equipment

17 394 6% 2%

Source: Business France, Annual Report 2022.
Source: Orbis; Bureau Van Dijk; Business France office.

TOP 3 host regions (2022)

ILE DE FRANCE (Paris region) 107 projects

AUVERGNE-RHÔNE-ALPES 28 projects

HAUTS DE FRANCE 21 projects

 Projects (left axis)   Jobs (right axis)


