
F O R E I G N  I N V E S T M E N T

AUSTRIA

There were 11 Austrian investment projects recorded in France in 2022, creating 162 jobs nationwide. 
The jobs created were concentrated in Bourgogne-Franche-Comté and production/manufacturing activities.

€4 BILLION 
18th place
FDI stock in France
(Banque de France)

Key Figures

13,400 employees
(Eurostat, 2023)

185 businesses  
in France
(Eurostat, 2023)

They chose France in 2022

Andritz: Founded 170 years ago in Graz, 
Andritz is one of the world’s leaders in the 
use of technology in the hydropower, pulp 
and paper and metal processing and steel 
industries, as well as in the separation of solids 
from liquids in the municipal and industrial 
sectors. To increase its competitiveness and 
adapt to the market dominated by low-cost 
countries, Andritz has invested in a new 
digital manufacturing center at its Scorbé-
Clairvaux site (Nouvelle Aquitaine region). 
This investment will enable the business 
to significantly increase its production of 
thousands of compacting baskets for the 
treatment of organic waste from agriculture.

MM Packaging: Created 100 years ago, the 
Austrian group MM Packaging is the European 
leader in the manufacture and transformation 
of cardboard into packaging. At its Monéteau 

site (Bourgogne-Franche-Comté region), 
MM Packaging is modernizing and investing 
€15 million in three new machines, for printing, 
cutting and gilding cardboard. This new 
investment will create 37 new jobs.

Voestalpine: Founded in Linz, Voestalpine 
is one of the world’s leading specialists in 
steel-based products for the automotive 
and consumer goods, aerospace, oil and gas 
industries. In Fontaine (Bourgogne-Franche-
Comté region), one of the firm’s eleven sites 
in France, Voestalpine specializes in the cold-
stamping, cutting and finishing of automotive 
parts. To meet the demands of its customers 
in the electric vehicle sector, the group is 
modernizing its production by investing in 
next-generation robots, which will enable the 
business to strengthen its assembly line. This 
investment is set to create around fifty jobs.

1 FDI stock in France (immediate investor) as of December 31, 2021.

FDI stock by ultimate investor as of December 31, 2021 was €1.2 billion.

11 created in Bourgogne-
Franche-Comté

projects in 2022, 
creating or maintaining 
162 jobs

concerned manufacturing1/2
TOP 3 
BUSINESS 
ACTIVITIES

Manufacturing (5 projects)

Retail outlets (2 projects)

Consumer services (2 projects)

FRANCE  

 #2 host country in Europe for 
Austrian investments

OF PROJECTS 63%
OF JOBS 

Number of projects and jobs by investment type

 Projects  Investment type Jobs

3 Creation 21

8 Expansion 141



A U S T R I A

France’s position in Europe2

In 2022, France was the joint second leading recipient of Austrian 
investment projects with Romania, after Germany and ahead of the 
United Kingdom and Poland. 

2 Business France Europe Observatory.

Business activity
Number Share

Projects Jobs Projects Jobs
Retail outlets 2 18 18% 11%

Production/Manufacturing 5 116 45% 72%

R&D, engineering, design 1 10 9% 6%

Business services 1 10 9% 6%

Consumer services 2 8 18% 5%

Total 11 162 100% 100%
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Austrian businesses in France

There are more than 180 subsidiaries of Austrian businesses established 
in France, where they employ around 13,400 people.

Eleven new investments from Austria were recorded in France in 
2022, creating 162 jobs. Nearly one investment in two was made in 
manufacturing activities, generating 72% of Austrian jobs.

The sectors targeted were diversified. The energy and recycling 
sector came in first position, with two projects and 20 jobs created, 

followed by household goods (two projects; 18 jobs) and education/
training (two projects; eight jobs). In addition, the automotive industry 
accounted for nearly one-third of the jobs generated by Austrian 
projects in France.

Austrian investments were most often located in Bourgogne-Franche-
Comté and Nouvelle Aquitaine (three projects each). It should be 
noted that 63% of jobs were created in Bourgogne-Franche-Comté, 
all from investment in manufacturing.

Source: Business France, Annual Report 2022.

Top 3 host regions (2022)

BOURGOGNE-FRANCHE-COMTÉ 3 projects

NOUVELLE AQUITAINE 3 projects

ILE DE FRANCE (Paris region) 2 projects

Top 5 Austrian businesses 
by employment in France

Business Workforce

XXXLUTZ  
(50% of But Conforama via WM holding) 
Wholesale and retail

15,000

EGGER GROUP 
Glass, ceramics, minerals, wood, paper

900

MAYR-MELNHOF KARTON AG 
Glass, ceramics, minerals, wood, paper

800

WIENERBERGER AG 
Building, construction

800

FIBA (BWT) 
Household goods

800

Source: Orbis; Bureau Van Dijk; Business France office.

Change in projects and jobs since 2018

Breakdown of projects by business activity

Top 5 business sectors by projects

Business sector
Number Share

Projects Jobs Projects Jobs

Energy and recycling 2 20 18% 12%

Household goods 2 18 18% 11%

Education and training 2 8 18% 5%

Automotive industry 1 50 9% 31%

Glass, ceramics, minerals, 
wood, paper

1 37 9% 23%


